
October 6th College Essay Boot Camp 
  
Most college applicants assume that they must dazzle admissions officers with tales of climbing 
Mt. Everest, escaping a near-death experience, or inventing the Post-it note. Not so! The best 
essays work because they showcase the student’s voice. Authors and writing instructors Michelle 
Brafman and Erica Perl know this well. Together, they have twenty-one years of experience 
working with individual teens on their college essays. And they are excited to share their 
expertise and help your high school senior’s essay soar. 
  
Why a class?  
  
Students learn creative writing skills more comprehensively in this setting because they stimulate 
one another’s thinking on potential topics and approaches. The workshops successfully help 
students find and tune their narrative voices and cull their life experiences for defining moments, 
big and small. In response to students’ need for concentrated coaching at key moments in the 
application process, Michelle and Erica created this one-day boot camp.  
 
Testimonials:  
  
I truly feel like we stumbled upon the "best kept secret." My daughter not only improved her 
story-telling abilities significantly, but also enjoyed the collaborative nature Michelle created for 
the students.  The group worked mostly on the Common App essay, and our daughter easily 
applied the skills she gained from Michelle's course to her supplemental essays. There is no 
doubt that our daughter left Michelle's class a much better writer. We are grateful!  
  
The workshop was a wonderful experience for my son. He tapped into something inside, and 
found a way to express things about himself he hadn’t truly understood before. I am grateful for 
this hugely valuable experience.  
 
Each day my son returned (from the workshop) enthusiastic and grateful for participating. He 
commented that even if he had come up with a solid essay draft prior to the workshop, he would 
have completely reworked it based on what he learned.  
  
Enrollment: We will be accepting a maximum of 10 students. First come, first served.  
  
The class will include the following:  

Morning Session: Finding Your Story (10:00 am -12:30 pm) 

Students will learn fundamental principles of memoir writing, respond to prompts that allow 
their voices emerge, and collaboratively learn about topic and tone choices.  
Brown Bag Lunch: (12:30 pm - 1:15 pm) 

Afternoon Session: From Brainstorm to Draft (1:15 pm – 3:00 pm) 
Students will further develop topics for their Common App/Coalition essays and learn strategies 
for writing their supplemental essays as well.   



Private Meeting: We will meet privately with each student one week to ten days after the class. 
Before our one-hour meeting, students will write two drafts of their essay.     

Additional Review:  
One additional review of each student’s Common App essay after our meeting.   
  
Date: Sunday, October 6, 2019 
  
Time: 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Location: Glen Echo Town Hall 
6106 Harvard Ave. 
Glen Echo, MD 20182 
 
Fee: $475 
           
Registration:   
Please send check payable to Michelle Brafman to: 
5900 Oxford Road 
Glen Echo, MD 20812 
  
You can also venmo Michelle @Michelle-Brafman 
  
Michelle’s bio:  
Michelle Brafman is a writer, teacher, and writing coach. She's taught creative writing courses at 
the George Washington University and is currently on the faculty of the Johns Hopkins MA in 
Writing program where she won the 2019 Award for Teaching Excellence. In 2003, she founded 
Yeah Write, a writing coaching business. The author of two novels, Washing the Dead and 
Bertrand Court, she has been invited to speak to more than 160 audiences about her books and 
the creative process. Her website is www.michellebrafman.com. 
  
Erica’s bio: 
Erica S. Perl is the author of five novels, including the 2018 National Jewish Book Award 
winner, All Three Stooges, as well as more than twenty fiction and nonfiction books for young 
readers. She has led writing workshops and presented at over 200 schools, literacy organizations 
and conferences, including the International Literacy Association, the National Council of 
Teachers of English and the American Library Association. She has a law degree from Tulane 
University and worked for many years for First Book, the national non-profit organization. Her 
website is www.ericaperl.com. 
 


